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You can pass out condoms in schools, but not Gideon Bibles
The Supreme Court has ruled

again to the detriment of the
American people and to the gain
of the godless left. Your report of
the ruling against Gideon Bible
distribution in the May 18 news
article "Justices bar Bible hand
outs in school" is another painful
reminder that our courts are sys
tematically creating an atheistic,
humanistic and amoral code for
the country, with little opportu
nity for rebuttal from the Amer
ican people.

The Supreme Court began with
the ruling against school prayer in
1963 and has chipped away at the
foundation of our nation in small
and not-so-small pieces ever
since,

In this instance, the oft-mis
quoted mantra of "separation of
church and state" is again the ba
sis for denying the distribution of
New Testaments to any students
who desired to have a copy.

In this case, as in so many oth
ers, there was not a departure
from the protections envisioned
by the Founding Fathers; there
was no establishment of a state
church, no forced worship and no
public endorsement of a particu
lar religion or denomination. This
was simply the offer of a Gideon-
provided New Tfestament to any
child who desired to have one.

The appeals cfturt in this case
relied on the incredible Supreme
Court decision of last year that
prohibits certain school prayer at
graduations. The courts believe,
incorrectly, the distribution of

New Tfestaments by Gideon Soci
ety volunteers is tantamount to
public education on religion.

I still have the Gideon New Tes
tament I received in 1964 as a
third-grader at La Marque Ele
mentary School in Texas. I vividly
remember the occasion when it
was presented to me, nearly 30
years ago.

I was not a Christian, rarely at
tended church, and had, sadly,
been labeled as an "atheist" by a
student in my class. I will never
forget the elation I felt when
someone cared enough to give me
my own Bible, lb this day, I re
member every detail: the room,
the teacher, the gift, the ridicule
— and the joy I also remember
that no religion was endorsed and
that I freely accepted my testa
ment from a volunteer, not the
school.

I read and treasured that little
red book, and have kept it with me

Bom too late

The 1787 "Potemkin Village"
Georgie Anne Geyer described as
full.of blissful peasants dancing
and "quoting Pushkin as the
gratefully thanked their mon
arch" ("Fidel fashions a Potemkin
village," Commentary May 13)
may have fooled Catherine the
Great. The well-read empress
would have wondered, however,
who this guy Pushkin was.

ever since. It took me a decade to
fully appreciate the words of wis
dom in that gift. Like a seed that
sprouted, grew and bore fruit,
that testament was with me when
I accepted Christ as my savior 11
years later at Rice University.

The same little red testament
rode with me in my survival vest
for nearly 4,000 hours of military
flying, including Desert Shield. It
traveled to hundreds of air bases
and served as reference material
for many witnessing and counsel
ing opportunities. In summary, I
am a better man for having re
ceived my Gideon New Tfesta
ment.

Surely, histop' —and God —
will severely judge the society
that restricted Bibles but gave
away condoms, clean needles and
abortions.

AUSTIN W. BOYD
Woodbridge

She certainly would not have
recognized his poetry. No one
would have in 1787. The poet Alek-
sandr Sergeyevich Pushkin was
not bom until 12 years later.

May we expect a Georgie Anne
Geyer column in the near future
on the administration's responsi
bility for the poor state of Amer
ican education in world litera
ture?

BRUCE HARDCASTLE
Stafford

We welcome your opinions onany topic. Letters should besigned origina^. Every
letter will be considered for publication, butweprefer those offewer than 250words,
typed double-spaced. All letters may beedited for clarity and length. Please include
your name, address and daytime telephone number. Send your opinion to.

Letters to the Editor,
The Washington Times
3600 New York Ave. NE
Washington, D.C. 20002
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